
What is a Chain Reaction? 



Chain reaction:   

a series of events each caused by the 
previous one; a number of events 
triggered by the same initial event 

 



There are some  

Artists  

who have used the 

concept or idea of a  

chain reaction  
as a form for making their art…  



Rube Goldberg, American cartoonist, 
sculptor and inventor 

born 1883; died 1970 

 
 

Goldberg was an artist who invented  

wacky chain reactions to do very simple 
tasks… 



Taking a “selfie”….! 

 



 



 



Check out 
 these inventions people have made 
inspired by Rube Goldberg’s chain 

reaction inventions ! 

https://www.rubegoldberg.com/rube-tube/ 

 

**”World’s Slowest Rube Goldberg/Field Day 

Presents Bob Partington”  

https://www.rubegoldberg.com/rube-tube/
https://www.rubegoldberg.com/rube-tube/
https://www.rubegoldberg.com/rube-tube/


Peter Fischli & David Weiss,  
Swiss artists who work as a team 

The Way Things Go  

is an artwork they made that is called a kinetic 
installation.  It is a 31 minute chain reaction 

that is shown on video and it is all about 
making things MOVE = KINETIC. 

 



2 minute excerpt from 

  

The Way Things Go---    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-
dndbRAr30 

 



Mark Lombardi, American  
born 1951; died 2000 

Artist who used the idea of chain reactions to 
make drawings showing how money and 

political influence have been used unjustly… 



 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

What chain reactions could you show 
that have lead to the endangerment 

of your species? 

 



DRAWING… 

Using CIRCLES and LINES, like Mark Lombardi, 
show a chain reaction that has lead to the 

endangerment of your species… 

*What  will you put in the circles? 

*Symbols? 

*Words? 

?  

 

 



Steps: 

1. Name on the back. 

2. Find unique and interesting way to create 
your chain reaction… 

3. Plan it out. 

4. Fill in the rest of the sheet using lines and 
color. 

5. Have fun with the process!!!! 


