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Summary

NJDEP Fish & Wildlife’s Endangered and Nongame Species Program (ENSP) biologists, Conserve
Wildlife Foundation (CWF) staff, and volunteer observers located and monitored Bald Eagle nests
and territories throughout the 2025 nesting season. A total of 298 nests were monitored, of which,
251 were documented to be active (with eggs) and 47 were territorial or “housekeeping” pairs.

There were 234 nests with known outcomes (i.e., failed or successful fledging). Of these, 167
(71%) successfully fledged at least one young. In total, there were 271 fledglings documented,
resulting in a productivity rate of 1.16 young per active nest. Nests with unknown outcomes were
not included in the productivity calculation.

We confirmed 23 new nest locations for existing pairs and 19 completely new pairs. Notably, 2025
was the first year since the project’s inception that saw a decrease in the number of active nests
(Figure 1). In addition, the documented nest failure rate of 29% was higher than the ten-year
average of 20%. The decline in number of active nests is likely related to the outbreak of Highly
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in the 2024-2025 winter. Each year, NJ Fish & Wildlife
documents cause of death in Bald Eagle mortalities, and in 2025, 50% of complete necropsies
were positive for HPAI.

Methods
Nest Survey

Nest sites are monitored January through July or through fledging. Volunteers and staff monitor the
majority of nests from a distance of at least 1,000 feet using binoculars and spotting scopes for
periods of two or more hours each week. Observers record all data including number of birds,
courtship or nesting behaviors, incubation, feeding, and other parental care behaviors that provide
essential information on nesting status. CWF staff maintain contact with volunteers weekly,
providing updates and are available to discuss observer questions and data. Nest monitors provide
dates of observed incubation, hatching, banding, fledging, and, if applicable, nest failure. A nesting
territory is considered “occupied” if a pair of eagles is observed in association with the nest and
there is some evidence of recent nest maintenance. Nests are considered “active” if a bird is
observed in an incubating position or if eggs or young are detected in the nest.

Observers report other Bald Eagle sightings to ENSP or CWF biologists, who review the
information for clues to potential new nest locations. ENSP staff and volunteers investigate
territorial Bald Eagles for possible nests through field observations. When evidence suggests a
probable location, biologists may conduct ground or aerial surveys of the region to locate a nest.
Following guidance from the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s post-delisting monitoring plan (USFWS
2009), we maintain a list of occupied nests and territories for population monitoring. This approach
also supports the NJDEP’s Land Resource Protection activities.
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Staff work in partnership with landowners and land managers to cooperatively protect nests. When
necessary, nests are protected from disturbance with barriers or posted signs. Nest monitors notify
ENSP staff immediately if any unusual or threatening activities are seen around the nest site. The
NJDEP Fish & Wildlife’s Law Enforcement Conservation Police Officers act to enforce protection
measures as needed and provide routine assistance as well.

At select sites, ENSP biologists band nestlings that are between five and eight weeks old. A
biologist climbs the nest tree and places nestlings into a large duffel bag and lowers them, one at a
time, to the ground. A team records measurements (bill depth and length, eighth primary length,
tarsal width, and weight) and bands each eaglet with a federal band and a green state color band
with an alpha-numeric code. A veterinarian examines each bird and takes a blood sample for
analysis. Blood is collected and stored whole (Bowerman et al. 1994) and kept frozen pending
analysis by a technical lab. Nest trees are generally not climbed the first season to avoid
associating disturbance with the new site.

Results
Nest Survey

There was a total of 251 active nests this year (nests known to have at least one egg) with an
additional 47 pairs establishing or maintaining a territory (but did not lay eggs) bringing the grand
total of active pairs to 298. Of the 251 active nests, 17 had unknown outcomes. These were not
included in productivity analysis.

One hundred sixty-seven (71% of) nests were successful and produced a cumulative total of 271
young resulting in a productivity rate of 1.16 young per active nest. While this is above the ~1.0
young/nest required to maintain a stable population, this is the second lowest productivity rate in
the past 10 years.

Most nests were located in the southern portion of the state, particularly within 20 km of Delaware
River and Bay (Figure 2). The majority of nests were located on private land, while the rest were on
state, federal, county, and conservation-dedicated lands. Disturbance was an issue at some nests;
posting and regular surveillance by staff and nest monitors remained essential to increase the
chance of success.

All monitored nests and their significant dates/notes are detailed in Table 1 below. Table 2 is the
list of nests that were either not monitored or did not have any activity.
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Figure 1. Number of Bald Eagle nests and young fledged in NJ, 1995-2025. Blue bars = number of nests and blue lines = number of young

produced each year. In 2025, 251 nests were active and 269 young were produced from 234 known-outcome nests.
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Figure 2a. Map of active (circle) and territorial (star) Bald Eagle nests in NJ in 2025.
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Figure 2b. Inset area of southwestern counties of active (circle) and territorial (star) Bald Eagle nests.
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Nest Key:

Nest Name # Nest Name # Nest Name # Nest Name #
Alloway Lake 453 East Amwell 712 MR (Peek Preserve) 437 Supawna Meadows B 335
Alloways Creek C 116 East Brunswick 781 MR (Somes Drive) 418 Supawna West 728
Alloways Creek D 439 East Point 413 Mt Airy 471 Swedes Run Crossing 751
Alloways Creek E 440 Edgewater 589 Mullica River 47 Swedesboro (Birch Cr) 364
Alloways Creek F 318 Egg Harbor 94 Nantuxent Creek A 102 Sylvan Lake tower 480
AshBrook 700 Egg Island 282 Nantuxent Creek B 181 Teaneck 735
Atlantic City 579 Elmer 503 Nantuxent Creek D 261 Timber Creek 398
Atlantic Highlands 733 English Creek 613 Navesink B 514 Tindall Island 528
Audubon 548 Far Hills/Ravine Lake 281 Newport B 425 Tocks Island 359
Avalon 736 Fishing Creek 339 Newport C 446 Trenton 341
Avis Mill 753 Five Mile Run 504 Newport D 447 TSG 451
Ballanger Creek East 300 Flat Top 530 Newton Reservoir 137 Tuckahoe B 475
Barkers Brook 701 Flying Duck 785 Norburys 750 Turkey Point A 612
Bassetts Bridge (Wallkill) 179 Foampak 505 Nutley 598 Turkey Point B 400
Bay Point Road A 226 Fort Mott 489 Oberlin 516 Turnersville 369
Bay Point Road B 407 Fortescue 372 Oceanville 472 Upper Greenwood 573
Bayberry Kindle 496 Fortescue C 506 Oldman’s Creek 100 Upper Millstone 401
Bayside A 135 Fortescue D 617 Oldwick 719 Upper Oldmans 370
Bayside B 444 Franklin Lake 782 Oradell Reservoir 159 Upper Ramapo 574
Beaver Dam (osp.) 374 Fresh Creek 591 Overpeck Creek 223 Waretown 403
Beaver Dam-North 580 Gibbstown 216 Paradise 720 Warfle 404
Beaver Dam-West 581 Goshen 791 Parkers Creek 474 Waterloo 783
Beesley's Point 442 Great Swamp 279 Parsippany 165 Wawayanda 575
Belford 443 Green Creek 592 Patcong (Middle) 780 Weatherill 729
Berrys Creek 549 Grossup 415 Patcong B 297 Wheaton Island 93

Bidwell (East) 495 Hack Site 558 Paterson 543 Wheaton Island B 730
Blackwater Branch 756 Hackett (Salem) 465 Pedericktown 566 White's Pond 731
Blairstown 550 Hackettstown 466 Pemberton 255 Whiting 525
Bogota 497 Haleyville 790 Pennington 355 Woodcliff Lake 180
Boonton 456 Hamilton 759 Penns Grove 577 Woodschurch 732
Branchburg 551 Hansey Creek 467 Penns Neck A 199 Wreck Pond Brook 576
Bridgeton 457 Harmony 559 Penns Neck B 438 Yards Creek 350
Bridgeton-Garfield 703 Hartshorne Woods Pk 542 Pennsauken CC 518

Brielle (Tr. Is) 408 Heislerville A 88 Pilesgrove 544

Bulls Island 313 Heislerville B 745 Pine Tavern 722

Burlington Island 270 Higbee 186 Pine Tavern B 721

Bustleton CR 582 Horicon Lake 507 Point View Reservoir 360

Buttermilk 705 Hyper Humus 239 Pointers Auburn 520

Canoe Brook (Reservoir) 498 Jacobstown 384 Pointers Auburn B 600

Canton Drain 499 Jake's Landing B 788 Port Norris 220

Cape May 583 Johnson Park 441 Poxono Island 273

Carasaljo 552 Keansburg 356 Prospertown 347

Carmel 459 Kearny Marsh 747 Quinton 368

Cedar Brook 787 Keasbeys Creek 248 Quinton B 473

Cedar Hill (Cumberland) 491 Kettle Creek 210 Quinton C 521
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Cedar Run (Ocean)
Cedar Swamp Creek
Cedarville Cell Tower
Centerton
Chatsworth
Chatsworth B
Chester Island
Chesterfield

Clinton

Cohansey (Detullio)

Cohansey (Green Swamp)
Cohansey (Greenwich A)
Cohansey (Hopewell West)
Cohansey (Ragged Island)
Cohansey (Tindells Ldng)

Cohansey CC
Columbus tower
Corbin City
Cranbury Neck
Cross Farm
Crosswicks Creek
Crosswicks Creek B
Culvers Gap
Daretown
Deepwater A
Deepwater B
Delanco

Dennis Creek 2
Denville

Devil's Gut

Devil's Gut B
Devil's Gut B

Dias Creek (East)
Dividing Creek
Dividing Creek B
Donaldson

Duffield Run

Duke (Raritan River)
DuPont/Raccoon Creek
Eagle Manor B
Eagle Point A
Eagle Point B

Eagle Point C

423
123
553
500
138
554
706
584
555
707
209

50
167
492
188
373
585
461
501
586
160
709
240
218
178
449
322
463
587
412
758
758
464

63
439
740
502
106
170
711
162
556
786

Kin-Buc

Kirkwood Lake
Labar Island

Lake Hopatcong B
Lake Lenape

Lake Tappan
Linden

Little Meadow
Little Swartswood
Lockatong Creek
Long Bridge
Lower Patcong
Ludlum Bay

Mad Horse Creek
Manasquan Reservoir
Manasquan River
Mannington Meadow A
Mannington Meadow C
Mantua A4
Manville

Mary Elmer

Mason Point
Matawan Cell
Mattison Reservoir
Matts Landing
Medford

Mercer County GC
Merchantville
Merrill Creek A
Merrill Creek B
Mickleton

Miery Run

Milford

Millhurst

Mond's Island
Money Island
Monksville Reservoir
Morristown
Mountain View
MR (Burcham)

MR (Dorchester)
MR (Millville North)
MR (Muddy Run)

594
508
560
366
257
789
344
714
115
561
510
527
746
327

95
118
212
303

97
311
716
163
595
512
513
330
541
563
193
469
547
743
353
564

16
470
597
792
718
205
565
416
596

Rainbow Lake
Rancocas B Tower
Raritan-Keasbey
Raritan-North Branch
Readington
Repauno

Riggins Ditch
River Barge Park
River Edge
Robbins Lane
Robbinsville
Rockville

Round Valley
Sadie Lane

Salem River
Sayres Neck
Sayres Neck B
Sayres Neck C
School House

Sea Breeze A

Sea Breeze A2
Sea Breeze B
Seabrook

Sedge
Seeley-Cohansey
SFE A

SFE Tower B
Shark River
Sheepkill Pond
Shiloh Tower
Silver Lake

South River-Atlantic
Stafford-Beach
Stillwater (Paulins Kill)
Stipson Island
Stow Creek E
Stow Creek F
Stow Creek G
Stow Creek H
Stow Creek North
Sunset Lake
Supawna Cell Tower

Supawna Meadows A
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602
603
784
568
569
217
534
570
534
604
755
571
430
306
164
477
605
389

75
791
155
390
738
748
391
606
190
607
432
219
537
727
392
361
395
396
397
737
103
222
757
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Table 1. Production and estimated dates for Bald Eagle nests in NJ, 2025. T = territorial pairs. U = unknown status.

Nest Incubation | Hatching | Banding | Fledging FIe:ge d Fg';:'ere Notes
Alloway Lake 1/25 3/4 6/3 1
Alloways Creek C 1/24 3/12 1
Alloways Creek D 1/31 3/7 1
Alloways Creek E 217 0 3/12
Alloways Creek F 1/24 2/23 517 3
AshBrook T nest tree fell 2/5/25
Atlantic City 2/21 3/31 7/3 1
Atlantic Highlands T
Audubon 2/24 4/8 6/27 1
Avalon 3/4 3/25 6/10 2
Avis Mill 2/11 3/18 6/11 2 new pair
Ballinger Creek East 2/11 3/18 0 4/4
Barkers Brook T new nest
Bassetts Bridge (Wallkill) 2/22 3127 6/19 1
Bay Point Road A 3/4 0 3/25
Bay Point Road B 1/16 3/1 6/18 3
Bayberry-Kindle 2111 3/18 6/7 2 new nest
Bayside A 2/14 3/30 6/9 1
Bayside B 3/23 3/30 6/9 1
Beaver Dam (osp.) 2/20 0 3/11
Beaver Dam-North 2/10 3/26
Beaver Dam-West 3/26 4/28 6/26 1 2nd clutch; 1st clutch failed 3/11
Beesley's Point 3/8 u
Belford <3/7 0 4/16
Berrys Creek 2/19 4/2 6/30 2
Bidwell (East) 2/23 0 1st clutch inc 2/23; failed 3/9; 2nd clutch failed
Blackwater Branch 2/ 3/8 6/18 1 new pair
Blairstown 2/27 4/13 6/22 2 new nest
Bogota T
Boonton 2/23 3/12 6/7 3 new nest
Branchburg 218 3/25 5/25 3 same tree as 2023
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Nest Incubation | Hatching | Banding | Fledging Fle:ged Fggltje"e Notes
Bridgeton 2/3 3/11 0 3/26
Bridgeton-Garfield T
Brielle (Tr. Is) 1/24 <4/11 0 5/5
Bulls Island 2/23 0 4/8
Burlington Island T
Bustleton CR 2/2 3/9 6/10 1
Buttermilk 1/29 3/4 6/3 2
Canoe Brook (Reservoir) 2/28 4/9 712 2
Canton Drain 3/2 4/6 6/21 1
Cape May 2/14 3/21 6/23 3
Carasaljo 3/12 4/22 712 1
Carmel 117 2/21 2
Cedar Brook 3/9 0 3/23 | new pair
Cedar Hill (Cumberland) 2/8 3/30 5/18 1
Cedar Run (Ocean) 311 4/13 0 516 | new nest
Cedar Swamp Creek T
Cedarville Cell Tower 1713 2/20 6/3 1
Centerton 2/5 3/10 0 4/21
Chatsworth 1/30 3/6 6/26 1 new nest
Chatsworth B 1/30 3/6 6/26 1
Chester Island 207 3/27 6/21 2
Chesterfield 2/1 3/8 5/31 2
Clinton 2/15 0 3/18
Cohansey (Detullio) 317 4/2 6/18 1
Cohansey (Green Swamp) 1/31 3/5 1
Cohansey (Greenwich A) 1/27 3/11 6/2 2
Cohansey (Hopewell West) 2/15 3/29 0 4/1
Cohansey (Ragged Island) 1/27 31 1
Cohansey (Tindells Landing) 3/24 0 4/16 | new nest
Cohansey CC T
Columbus tower T
Corbin City 1/29 0 3/18
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Nest Incubation | Hatching | Banding | Fledging Fle:ged Fggltje"e Notes
Cranbury Neck 2/8 3/26 6/13 1
Cross Farm 2/6 0 3/2 nest collapsed; 2nd clutch failed 4/18
Crosswicks Creek 3/8 4/13 7/4 3
Crosswicks Creek B 2/24 0 4/26
Culvers Gap 2/13 3/21 6/18 3
Daretown 2/26 0 3/19
Deepwater A 2/21 4/2 6/25 1
Deepwater B 1/10 2/21 5/16 2 new pair
Delanco 3/21 0 3/26
Dennis Creek 2 2/9 3/23 6/22 2
Denville 2/18 3/29 6/11 3
Devil's Gut 1/28 3/29 5/26 2
Devils Gut B 1/31 3/29 6/10 2 new pair; transmission tower
Dias Creek (East) <4/17 U aerial survey 4/17; 3 NLs, fledging not confirmed
Dividing Creek T
Dividing Creek B 1/28 3/4 6/3 2
Donaldson 2/2 3/22 6/20 1
Duffield Run 2/27 4/4 6/16 1
Duke (Raritan River) 1/18 2/25 4/10 5/17 3
DuPont/Raccoon Creek 2/25 0 3/11
Eagle Manor B 2/9 3/9 1
Eagle Point 3/5 0 4/21
Eagle Point B 2111 4/21 6/20 1
Eagle Point C 3/10 4/21 1 new pair
East Amwell 2/19 0 3/26
East Brunswick T new pair
East Point 2/22 0 3/25 | new nest; nest fell
Edgewater 1/7 2/13 5/3 1
Egg Harbor 0 3/19 | aerial survey 3/19
Egg Island 3/3 4/9 5/20 6/27 1
Elmer 2/18 4/1 6/27 2
English Creek 2/3 3/10 6/19 1
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Nest Incubation | Hatching | Banding | Fledging Fle:ged Fggltje"e Notes
Far Hills/Ravine Lake 4/14 7 2
Fishing Creek <4/17 U aerial survey 4/17 (AD incubating)
Five Mile Run 2127 4/3 6/16 2 new nest
Flat Top 2/9 3/14 1
Flying Duck 3/4 4/10 1 new pair
Foampak T
Fort Mott 2/9 4/21 6/23 2
Fortescue T
Fortescue C 1/28 3/4 6/3 2 new nest
Fortescue D 2/3 3/17 6/9 2
Franklin Lake 2/25 1/0 0 4/1 new pair
Fresh Creek T nest tree fell 2/23
Gibbstown 113 2/17 5/26 2
aerial survey 4/17; new nest; 2 nestlings; fledging
Goshen el 5 not confirmed
Great Swamp 2/6 313 2
Green CR 2/19 u
Grossup 1/28 3/29 5/26 2
Hack Site 113 2/21 0 3/5 | new nest; using osprey nest
Hackett (Salem) 3/3 0 4/27 | new nest, moved to cell tower
Hackettstown 2/19 3/26 7/9 3
4/22 8wk chick found in road; new nest found;
Haleyville 1/28 3/4 523 ! released 5/23 Dividing Creek
Hamilton 217 0 2/9 new pair; nest damaged in storm 2/8
Hansey Creek 2/1 311 6/13 2
Harmony 3/21 0 5/3
Hartshorne Woods Park 2/8 0 4/20
Heislerville 1/22 2/26 U aerial survey 3/19; 3 NLs, fledging not confirmed
Heislerville B <3/19 U aerial survey 3/19; AD on
Higbee T
Horicon Lake 2/5 0 3/28
Hyper Humus T
Jacobstown 1/8 2/20 0 3/16
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. . . . # Failure
Nest Incubation | Hatching | Banding | Fledging Fledged Date Notes
Jake's Landing B <3/19 U aerial survey 3/19; new pair, AD on
Johnson Park T
Keansburg 2/8 3/22 6/23 2
Kearny Marsh 3/8 4/19 715 1
Keasbeys Creek 2/7 3/29 5/30 1
Kettle Creek T
Kin-Buc 2/21 4/13 0 4117
Kirkwood Lake 2/16 0 5/17
Labar Island T
Lake Hopatcong B 2/27 3/25 6/15 2
aerial survey 3/19; AD brooding, fledging not
<3/19 U i
Lake Lenape confirmed
Lake Tappan 3/11 4/4 6/27 1 new pair
Linden 3/4 0 4/6
Little Meadow 3/23 4/30 0 5/15
Little Swartswood 3/1 2 new nest
Lockatong Creek T
Long Bridge 2/14 3/30 6/1 2
Lower Patcong 2/22 0 3117
aerial survey 3/19 (INC); aerial survey 4/17 (3

Ludlum Bay S =iy o small nestlings), fledging not confirmed
Mad Horse Creek 2/14 3/30 6/9 2
Manasquan Reservoir T
Manasquan River 1/18 0 2/21
Mannington Meadows A 1/28 3/29 5/26 2
Mannington Meadows C T nest tree down in storm
Mantua A4 3/11 0 3/21
Manville T
Mary Elmer T
Mason Point 3/22 3/29 77 1
Matawan Cell 2/9 4/6 6/15 2
Mattison Reservoir 2/21 4/4 6/27 2

T

Matts Landing 1
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Nest Incubation | Hatching | Banding | Fledging Fle:ged Fla):lt‘ere Notes
Medford 3/10 4/17 715 1
Mercer County GC 2/22 4/2 6/21 2
Merchantville T
Merrill Creek A 2/5 3/12 7 1
Merrill Creek B 3/4 3/31 2
Mickleton 2/24 0 4/5
Miery Run 2/7 317 6/6 2
Milford 2/9 317 7/23 3
Millhurst 2/23 3/30 6/22 2
Mond's Island T
Money Island T
Monksville Reservoir 3/28 0 7/3
~4/1 ~5/1 2 new pair; reported in July with 2 fledged; 1 fledge
Morristown found grounded and died 7/22/25
Mountain View 1/25 3/9 5/25 1
MR (Burcham) 2/25 4/1 6/25 2
aerial survey 3/19 (2 small NLs); fledging not
MR (Dorchester) Sl A o confirmed ’ ( ) o
_ <3/19 U aeria] survey 3/19, new nest; AD brooding,
MR (Mauricetown) fledging not confirmed
MR (Millville North) 2/23 0 3/18
MR (Muddy Run) 2/11 3/20 6/9 2
MR (Peek Preserve) 2/1 3/11 6/5 2
MR (Somes Drive) <3/19 U aerial survey 3/19
Mt Airy 2/11 3/18 6/11 3 new nest
Mullica River 2/4 3/12 5/24 1
Nantuxent Creek A 2/10 3/17 6/9 2
Nantuxent Creek B 1/28 3/1 0 4/2
Nantuxent Creek D 1/10 31 6/26 2
Navesink B 1/15 2/22 0 3/20
Newport B 2/23 3/30 6/21 1
Newport C 3/8 4/12 6/21 1
Newport D 3/8 4/12 6/21 1
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Nest Incubation | Hatching | Banding | Fledging Fle:ged Fggltje"e Notes
Newton Reservoir T nest collapsed in January
Norburys T
Nutley 2/24 3/31 6/23 1 new nest
Oberlin 2/13 3/20 7/20 1
Oceanville 2/23 3/30 712 1 new nest
Oldman’s Creek 213 3/9 5/24 2
Oldwick 2/2 0 4/15
Oradell Reservoir 3119 3/27 U new nest; fledging not confirmed
Overpeck Creek 2/19 3/26 6/15 2
Paradise T
Parkers Creek 2/22 3/25 6/21 1
Parsippany T
Patcong (Middle) 2/9 3/16 717 2
Patcong B 2/19 0 4/26
Paterson T
Pedricktown 2[7 3/14 2
Pemberton 2/6 3/14 6/11 2
Pennington 1/26 4/14 0 4/27
Penns Grove 2/23 5/12 7M1 2
Penns Neck A 1/25 3/7 6/14 2
Penns Neck B ~3/5 ~4/9 7/3 2
Pennsauken CC 2112 4/3 6/27 2
Pilesgrove 2/9 4/23 7/5 2
Pine Tavern 2/18 3/25 6/11 1
Pine Tavern B 2/18 4/1 0 4/28
Point View Reservoir T
Pointers Auburn 1/28 3/8 5/26 2
Pointers Auburn B 1/28 3/22 5/26 1
Port Norris 2/22 3/25 2 new nest
Poxono Island T
Princeton A T
Princeton B T new nest found in fall
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Nest Incubation | Hatching | Banding | Fledging Fle:ged Fggltje"e Notes
Prospertown 2/2 3/2 0 4/16
Quinton 2/14 0 3/29
Quinton B 1/10 2/23 0 3/19
Quinton C 2[7 3/29 6/18 1
Rainbow Lake 2/18 3/31 717 2
Rancocas B Tower 2/20 4/7 6/10 2
Raritan-Keasbey 2/18 3/18 6/13 1
Raritan-North Branch 2/25 41 1 new pair
Readington 2/15 0 4/2
Repauno 2/25 3/10 6/20 1
Riggins Ditch 2/22 3/25 6/17 2
River Barge Park 2/26 4/4 6/20 2
River Edge T
Robbins Lane 2/3 0 2/20 | nest down
Robbinsville 4/14 4/28 0 5/15
Rockville 1/28 3/7 5/28 1 new pair
Round Valley 6/22 1
Sadie Lane 1/22 2/26 2 aerial survey confirmed 2 NLs
Salem River 3/2 0 4/20
Sayres Neck 2/3 3/10 4/23 6/9 2
Sayres Neck B 2/3 3/10 6/3 2
Sayres Neck C 2/10 3/25 6/26 2
School House 2/3 0 2/20 | nest down
Sea Breeze A 1/31 3/5 5/28 1
Sea Breeze A2 1/31 3/11 6/3 2 new pair
Sea Breeze B 3/8 0 5/29
Seabrook 2/23 3/29 6/10 1
Sedge 2/24 4/17 7/16 1
Seeley-Cohansey 2/3 3/10 6/9 1
SFE A 1/25 4/1 6/7 2
SFE Tower B 2/9 0 4/21
Shark River 1/21 0 2/20
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Nest Incubation | Hatching | Banding | Fledging Fle:ged Fggltje"e Notes
Sheepkill Pond 2/3 3/11 0 3/18
Shiloh Tower 2/8 3/30 6/19 1
Silver Lake 2/12 3/19 6/27 2
South River-Atlantic 2/9 0 3/16 | aerial survey 3/19
Stafford-Beach 2/7 3/14 0 4/16
Stillwater (Paulins Kill) 3/13 u
Stipson Island Area 1/29 3/5 6/20 1 aerial survey 3/19
Stow Creek E 3/23 6/1 6/21 1
Stow Creek F 3/18 4/18 6/21 1
Stow Creek G 3/9 4/18 6/21 1
Stow Creek H 3/9 3/30 6/16 1
Stow Creek North (Canton) A 2/23 4/18 6/21 1
Sunset Lake 1/23 3/19 6/11 2
Supawan West 2/14 3/20 6/1 2
Supawna Cell Tower 1/31 4/27 ld 1 new pair
Supawna Meadows A 1/29 3/5 6/9 1
Supawna Meadows B T
Swedes Run Crossing 1/28 3/29 6/10 2
Swedesboro (Birch Creek) T
Sylvan Lake tower T
Teaneck 1/22 0 2/12
Timber Creek T
Tindall Island 3/2 3/30 6/16 1
Tocks Island 3/14 4/17 7/4 2
Trenton 2/22 3/21 u new nest
TSG 1/29 3/18 0 4/25
Tuckahoe B 1722 2/26 U aerial survey 3/19; 2 NLs , fledging unconfirmed
Turkey Point A 2/15 0 3/17
Turkey Point B 2/3 311 6/9 2
Turnersville 2/8 3/19 1
Upper Greenwood T
Upper Millstone 2/22 3/25 6/15 1
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#

Failure

Nest Incubation | Hatching | Banding | Fledging Fledged Date Notes
Upper Oldmans 2/6 3/13 6/13 2
Upper Ramapo 2/28 4/4 1
Waretown 2/27 4/9 6/29 3
Warfle T
Waterloo T new pair
Wawayanda T
Weatherill 2/14 3/30 6/21 1
Wheaton Island 2114 3/30 6/16 1
Wheaton Island B 3/23 4/18 6/16 1
White's Pond 3/10 4/21 6/23 2
Whiting 2/26 4/2 5/21 6/27 2
Woodcliff Lake 3/12 4/14 6/30 1 new nest
Woodschurch 2/13 3/21 6/9 3
Wreck Pond Brook 1/26 2/23 5/12 2
Yards Creek T
Total Nests Active 251
Total Nests Known Outcome 234
Successful Nests 167
Young Fledged 271
Failed Nests 67
Nests Active Unknown Outcome 17
Territorial Pairs 47
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Table 2. Previously documented eagle nests that were either not monitored or no activity was seen

(denoted by an *) in 2025.

Allamuchy Pond*

Arrow Island*

Assiscunk CR

Ballanger Creek West*
Bayonne*

Bear Swamp

Belleplain East Creek

Blews Run*

Blue Anchor

Bridgeport

Buckhorn

Camden

CCIA (Cumberland)*

Cedar Lake (Gloucester)
Cohansey (Middle Marsh F)
Cohansey (Greenwich B)*
Cohansey (Hopewell Central)
Cohansey (Hopewell East)*
Cohansey (Loatman)*
Cohansey (Middle Marsh A)*
Cohansey (Middle Marsh C)
Cohansey (Middle Marsh D)*
Cohansey (Middle Marsh E)*
Cohansey (Sheppards Mill A2)
Cold Springs

Davis Mill

Dennis Creek 1*

Dingman's Ferry*

Eagle Manor A*

Eagleswood

Eco-Lawrence*

Edgewater Park

Elsinboro*

Fairgrounds

.~~~ o~~~ o~ o~

Forked River

Fort Dix A

Fort Dix B

Great Bay Blvd.
Gunning River
Hancock A
Hancock B
Husted's Landing*
Jake's Landing*
Kearny

Lake Como

Lake Hopatcong A
Lake Mohawk
Lambertville Tower
Maca Rd

Mad Horse *

Mad Horse Island
Major Run*
Makepeace Lake*
Mantua Creek B
Marshalltown*
Matts Landing 2*
Minisink Island
Montague Hollow
Morris Goodwin*
Mount Hope Lake
MR (Bluffs)*

MR (Millville)*
Navesink River/Res
New Hampton
Newport A
Newport E

Old Bridge*
Palisades B

Palmyra Cove*
Parsonage Run*
Pedricktown-cell
Picatinny/Lake Denmark
Pigeon Swamp
Ramblewood
Rancocas Creek A
Rio Grande
Riverview*
Roadstown*
Salem Chestnut*
Salem Nuclear
Sayreville

Sea Breeze Abbot Crk*
Sheep Pen Creek
Stanton Station
Stow Creek B
Stow Creek C
Stow Creek D
Tindall Island B
Tindall Island C
Toll Bridge*
Tuckahoe A*
Tuckahoe C*
Union Lake*
Wading River*
Wanaque A*
Wanaque B*
Wanaque C*
Wantage*
Williamstown
Winslow
Woodbury A
Woodbury B
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2025 Season Highlight

There is certainly no shortage of season highlights for the year, but there was one particular
effort that involved quite a number of interesting and colorful facets. The eagle feeding station
that was organized by ENSP biologists at Dividing Creek seemed to have it all this year: a newly
discovered nest, rescued and rehabbed nestlings, trail camera footage, angry wasps, and all the
dead fish and roadkill deer you could ever want!

It started on April 21st when veteran eagle volunteer, Vicki Schmidt, responded to a call about a
young eagle injured along a road. Thankfully, the eagle was not injured. However, it was a
youngster that had cleared left (or been displaced) from its nest too early as its flight feathers
were not fully grown in yet. This was puzzling as the closest known nest was at least 1.5 miles
away, and surely this young eagle didn’t walk that far. Lucky for us, volunteers Donna and Heiki
Poolake took on the task of finding the mystery nest, which turned out to be about 0.25 miles
away from where the bird was found, and it had likely walked across an open field before
encountering the roadside. This young male, later banded H/70, spent about a month at Tri-
State Bird Rescue & Research growing in his flight feathers and fattening up on food. During
that time, Donna and Heike monitored the new nest but saw no activity there. So, it was decided
that this young eagle would need a little extra attention after its release.

There’s a remote, protected area in Dividing Creek that ENSP has used to provide orphaned
eagles a “home base” to stand in place of their parents. Eagle fledglings normally rely on their
parents for food and hunting lessons for up to eight weeks. Lacking parents, the ENSP feeding
station provides a food source, which also attracts other local eagles that can provide young
birds with the socialization that may teach them skills. Many hands made this work possible; our
dedicated team of volunteers and staff kept the feeding station running for months to support
several young eagles. Eagle H/70 was released on May 23 and blasted off with a strong flight
over the marsh. Unfortunately, it seemed H/70 didn’t rely on the feeding station as he was not
seen on the trail cameras after his release. We kept the station running regardless and were
able to assist Maryland DNR when we learned that another fledgling was in rehab at Tri-State
Bird Rescue and needed a safe release site. A few weeks later on July 2, eagle H/71 was
released at the site. She lingered around the site until the evening when the trail cam caught her
flying over. But just like H/70, she was never picked up on the trail cameras again. The site
proved successful in attracting other eagles to feed including adult, subadult, and recent
fledglings, but none were banded.

The story doesn’t end there, though. About 3 weeks later, H/71 was picked up (thin and
lethargic) in Lacey Township, about 63 miles from the feeding station. She clearly was on the
move but still inexperienced when it came to feeding herself. So, back to Tri-State she went.
They kept her fed and healthy until her second release in mid-September at Conowingo Dam,
MD, where she’ll find food and other eagles. In other good news, H/70, the male released back
in May who immediately jetted away, was photographed on a trail camera in Long Island, NY in
December. He was seen multiple days feeding on a deer carcass, and it was great to know that
he was surviving on his own after having such an early departure from his nest. It's amazing to
see just what can happen when so many people work together to help out our feathered friends.
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H/70 was released at Dividing Creek on May 23, 2025 (photos by V. Schmidt). He was later seen on a trail
cam in Long Island, NY (gnarly bits of deer carcass blurred) (photo by K. Walsh).

—e.
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Various eagles captured on trail cams enjoying the buffet at the feeding station. Many thanks to Big Dave’s
Tackle in Maurice River Township for donating much of the fish provided here.
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Resightings and recaptures
There were 22 Bald Eagle resightings in 2025, including one recapture that went to wildlife rehab.

Table 3. Bald Eagle resightings and recaptures in 2025.

Band Color Date Band
Number Band Resighted Reporter Location State Band Origin Date Comments

0629-46814 C/07 1/11/2025 J. Pullan Linwood NJ Galloway-Nacote Creek, NJ  5/10/2006

0679-01706  C/72 2/11/2025 E. Stephan Tulpehocken Creek, Berks County PA Manasquan Reservoir, NJ  3/24/2009 photographed
" " 2/22/2025 A. Kaufman Greenfields PA " " photographed

0679-01732  C/98 2/14/2025 J. Cimorelli Salisbury Mills NY Newton Reservoir, NJ  5/18/2009

0709-06526  E/86 2/14/2025 D. Evans Kirkwood NJ Mantua, NJ  5/20/2019

1098-02174 none 2/15/2025 L. Katz Teaneck NJ High Bridge, NJ  7/17/2023 photographed

0709-06548 H/15 2/18/2025 B. Howard Kingston NY Pennington, NJ 4/8/2022 photographed

0629-45894  B/87 3/1/2025 K. Buynie Crosswicks Creek NJ Fort Dix, NJ  5/13/2005

0709-01616 E/26 3/22/2025  J. Kosowsky Gropps Lake, Hamilton NJ Prospertown, NJ 4/8/2016

0709-06587  H/51 4/14/2025 H. Vila Colonial Lake Park, Lawrenceville NJ Mercer Wildlife, NJ 6/8/2024 photographed
" " 10/3/2025 K. McGorry Tullytown PA " " photographed

0709-06552  H/22 5/1/2025  S. Neumann Three Bridges NJ Mt. Airy, NJ  4/16/2022 photographed

0709-06537 E/97 5/2/2025 J. Gockley Bombay Hook NWR DE Camden, NJ 7/9/2020 photographed

0829-04212  H/71 7/25/2025 D. Bonica Lacey Twp NJ Dividing Creek, NJ 7/2/2025 grounded, went to rehab

0709-01589  D/99 9/28/2025 S. VanderKam D&R Towpath, Kingston NJ Duke Farms, NJ  5/12/2014 photographed

0709-06566  H/31 10/2/2025 K. McGorry Tullytown PA Berry's Creek, NJ  5/16/2022 photographed

0679-01733  C/99 10/8/2025 B. Reinert Somers Point NJ Chatsworth, NJ  5/20/2009 photographed

0709-06596 H/63  10/16/2025 G. Carmichael New Ipswich NH Sayres Neck, NJ  4/23/2025 photographed

0709-01621 E/31 11/1/2025 J. Behnke Two Mile Landing NJ Egg Island, NJ  4/21/2016 photographed

0679-01761 D/25  11/15/2025 R. Nicol Deerhead Lake, Lacey Twp NJ Manasquan River, NJ  4/20/2011 photographed

0709-06581 H/45  12/17/2025 E. Mitchell Harrington Park NJ Duke Farms, NJ  4/15/2024 photographed

0709-06600 H/70  12/25/2025 K. Walsh Calverton, Long Island NY Dividing Creek, NJ  5/23/2025 trail cam

0629-05432  A-77  12/31/2025 B. Wozniak Core Creek Park, Middletown PA Belleplain, NJ  5/15/2001 photographed
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Photos of some resighted eagles:

C/07 photographed by James Pullan in Linwood, NJon | /79 photo’d by Eileen Stephan at Tulpehocken
1/11/2025; banded 5/10/2006 at the Nacote Creek nest in| reck. PA on 2/11/2025: banded 3/24/2009 at

Galloway, NJ.

the Manasquan Reservoir nest.

83 { /22 photo’d by Steve Neumann at Three Bridges, NJ on
.- LS 5/1/2025; banded 4/16/2022 at the Mt. Airy nest.

.b' ; 14“..
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H/15 photographed 2/18/2025 by Bob Howard in Kingston, NY; banded 4/8/2022 at the
Pennington nest in NJ.

D/72 photographed 12/7/2025 working on her nest in Waretown; banded 5/1/2013 at the
Navesink nest in NJ. Photo by Rich Nicol.
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Mortalities

There were 79 documented Bald Eagle mortalities in 2025. These are birds that were either found dead, died in care, or euthanized due to their injuries. There

were 7 instances where carcasses were not collected either because of advanced decomposition (6) or restricted access (1). Necropsies have been completed on
56 of the remaining birds. The causes of death include HPAI (28), vehicle impact (13), undetermined trauma (6), undetermined (3), electrocution (2), eagle combat
(2), lead Pb (1), and neoplasia/tumor (1).

Table 4. Bald Eagle mortalities in 2025.

Date Location Found
Found Town (County) Age Sex Facility Origin Comments
1/5/2025 Newport (Cumberland) Tri-State Bird Rescue unk found grounded, euthanized; necrop pending
1/13/2025 Oradell Reservoir (Bergen) NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; HPAI
1/24/2025 Lake Henry, Mahwah (Bergen) Adult F NJFW - Clinton unk neurologic, died in rehab; HPAI
1/27/2025 Upper Deerfield (Cumberland) NJFW - Tuckahoe unk found dead; necrop pending
Raptor
1/27/2025 Merrill Creek Reservoir (Warren) 4Y F NJFW - Clinton Trﬁst H/52 found dead; HPAI
1/27/2025 Merrill Creek Reservoir (Warren) SY F NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; HPAI
1/29/2025 Warren County Landfill, Oxford (Warren) Adult F NJFW - Clinton unk found grounded; HPAI
2/1/2025 Oradell Reservoir (Bergen) NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; HPAI
2/2/2025 Fairfield (Cumberland) NJFW - Clinton unk found grounded, euthanized; HPAI
2/2/2025 Highland Lake, Vernon (Sussex) Adult F NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; HPAI
2/3/2025 Egg Harbor Twp (Atlantic) Adult NJFW - Clinton unk injured wing; euthanized; HPAI
2/5/2025 Cape May Court House (Cape May) Tri-State Bird Rescue unk neurologic, euthanized; pending
2/8/2025 Port Republic (Atlantic) Adult NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; HPAI
2/9/2025 Alloway (Salem) Mercer Wildlife unk found dead; HPAI
2/10/2025 Waterford (Camden) NJFW - Clinton unk neurologic and corneal edema, euthanized; pending
2/13/2025 Greenwich (Cumberland) Mercer Wildlife unk found dead by road; pending
2/14/2025 Paulsboro (Gloucester) NJFW - Clinton unk grounded, died overnight; HPAI
2/17/2025 Montville Twp (Morris) Adult F NJFW - Clinton unk chronic lead toxicosis
2/25/2025 Wading River (Burlington) SY M NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; HPAI
2/25/2025 Galloway (Atlantic) Adult M NJFW - Clinton unk grounded, wing injury & neurologic; HPAI
2/27/2025 Bridgeton (Cumberland) 4Y M NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; HPAI
2/27/2025 Maurice River (Cumberland) 3-4Y M NJFW - Clinton unk grounded, lethargic, died in rehab; HPAI
2/28/2025 Mahwah (Bergen) Adult F NJFW - Clinton unk grounded, thin, neuro, euthanized; HPAI
3/9/2025 Logan Twp (Gloucester) Adult M NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; HPAI
3/18/2025 Clinton (Hunterdon) Adult M NJFW - Clinton unk eagle combat
3/20/2025 Bear Swamp (Cumberland) SY F NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; HPAI
3/23/2025 Bridgeton (Cumberland) Adult U NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; HPAI
3/23/2025 Bridgeton (Cumberland) Adult ] NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; HPAI
3/23/2025 Bridgeton (Cumberland) 2-3Y F NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; HPAI
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Date

Location Found

Found Town (County) Age Sex Facility Origin Comments
3/26/2025 Red Bank (Monmouth) Adult M Mercer Wildlife unk found dead; HPAI
3/29/2025 Bridgeton (Cumberland) Tri-State Bird Rescue unk found grounded under nest, euthanized; pending
3/30/2025 Wading River (Burlington) -- -- -- unk too decomposed
4/6/2025 Newton (Sussex) Avian Wildlife unk found dead; pending
4/14/2025 Neptune City (Monmouth) -- -- -- unk too decomposed
4/19/2025 Lawrence Twp (Cumberland) Adult M Mercer Wildlife unk found dead; trauma
4/25/2025 Hillsborough Twp (Somerset) -- -- -- unk too decomposed
4/28/2025 GSP mm29.7 (Atlantic) Adult M NJFW - Clinton unk vehicle impact
5/4/2025 Neshanic Station (Somerset) Adult F NJFW - Clinton unk injured wing, euthanized; vehicle impact
5/20/2025 Anchor Marina (Cumberland) Adult M Tri-State Bird Rescue unk found injured, euthanized; necrotic leg wound & other injuries
5/27/2025 Lake Mohawk (Sussex) -- -- -- unk too decomposed
6/3/2025 Winslow Twp (Camden) Adult F Mercer Wildlife unk found injured, euthanized; vehicle impact
6/7/2025 Florence (Burlington) -- -- -- unk too decomposed
6/17/2025 Allentown (Mercer) 4Y M NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; vehicle impact
7/4/2025 Knowlton Twp (Warren) Adult M Tri-State Bird Rescue unk found injured, euthanized; trauma (missing foot)
7/19/2025 Morris Plains (Morris) HY U NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; electrocution
7/20/2025 Belvidere (Warren) Adult F NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; electrocution
7/29/2025 Carlstadt (Bergen) Adult U NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; undetermined (advanced decomp)
8/1/2025 Alloway (Salem) Adult M Tri-State Bird Rescue unk injured, euthanized; vehicle impact
8/12/2025 Millville (Cumberland) HY F Tri-State Bird Rescue unk found grounded, euthanized; emaciated, neoplasia?
8/16/2025 Merrill Creek Reservoir (Warren) HY U NJFW - Clinton unk found dead; vehicle impact
Locustwood Memorial Park, Cherryhill
8/28/2025 (Mercer) HY F Mercer Wildlife unk found grounded, died in rehab; unk trauma, microencephalitic
8/30/2025 Leesburg (Cumberland) Adult M Tri-State Bird Rescue unk wing injury & foot atrophy, euthanized; unk trauma
9/8/2025 Gloucester Co Landfill (Gloucester) sub-AD U Mercer Wildlife unk found dead, advanced decomp; undetermined
9/13/2025 Egg Harbor Twp (Atlantic) Adult Tri-State Bird Rescue unk pending
9/22/2025 Collingswood (Camden) - - - unk found dead behind train track fence; unable to gain access
10/4/2025 Wanaque Reservoir (Passaic) HY NJFW - Clinton unk dead on road; vehicle impact
10/4/2025 Freehold Twp (Monmouth) Adult U Mercer Wildlife unk dead beside road, severe decomp; undetermined
10/6/2025 Buena (Atlantic) Adult M Tri-State Bird Rescue unk dead by road; vehicle impact
10/8/2025 Pilesgrove (Salem) Adult F Tri-State Bird Rescue = Greenwich B/55 injured in eagle combat, died in rehab; eagle combat
Community College, Mays Landing
10/11/2025 (Atlantic) Adult F Tri-State Bird Rescue unk hit by vehicle, euthanized; vehicle impact
10/14/2025 Lafayette Twp (Sussex) Avian Wildlife unk found dead; pending
10/16/2025 Belleplain (Cape May) Tri-State Bird Rescue unk weak, ataxic, suspect WNV or HPAI, euthanized; pending
10/17/2025 Pennsville (Salem) Tri-State Bird Rescue unk lethargic, suspect WNV or HPAI, euthanized; pending
10/18/2025 Mantua Twp (Gloucester) Mercer Wildlife unk found dead; pending
10/20/2025 Hannaway Lake, Atco (Camden) Adult Mercer Wildlife unk found dead; pending
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Date

Location Found

Found Town (County) Age Sex Facility Origin Comments
10/21/2025 Blairstown (Warren) Adult M Mercer Wildlife unk wing injury, euthanized; trauma
10/22/2025 Southampton (Burlington) Adult M Mercer Wildlife unk wing injury, euthanized; vehicle impact
10/23/2025 Old Bridge Township (Middlesex) HY M Mercer Wildlife unk hit by vehicle, died in rehab; vehicle impact
10/23/2025 Marlboro (Monmouth) Mercer Wildlife unk dead along road; pending
11/13/2025 Hillsborough (Somerset) sub-AD U Mercer Wildlife unk found dead; HPAI
11/18/2025 Del River, Stockton (Hunterdon) -- -- -- unk too decomposed
11/18/2025 Brendan Byrne State Forest (Burlington) Adult M Mercer Wildlife unk emaciated, died in rehab; HPAI, aspergillosis
11/25/2025 Kingwood (Hunterdon) SY F Mercer Wildlife unk dead on road; vehicle impact
11/29/2025 GSP, New Gretna (Burlington) 4Y F Mercer Wildlife unk dead on road; vehicle impact

12/7/2025 Union Beach (Monmouth) Adult U Mercer Wildlife unk found injured, died en route to rehab; HPAI, vehicle impact

Oswego Lake, Penn State Forest

12/13/2025 (Burlington) 4Y F Mercer Wildlife unk found dead; HPAI
12/20/2025 Millstone Twp (Monmouth) Adult F Mercer Wildlife unk found dead; pending
12/25/2025 Hazlet (Monmouth) Mercer Wildlife unk found dead on sidewalk; pending
12/28/2025 Landis Sewerage, Deerfield (Cumberland) Adult F Mercer Wildlife unk found dead; HPAI

Our sincere thanks to everyone who pitched in to help rescue, transport, and treat eagles!
Those interested in helping, please look for the new Raptor Alliance group! Organization and training will continue in 2026. Follow at

www.NJRaptors.orq.
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Sportfish Restoration Program $neStSt°1"Y

Literature Cited

Bowerman, W., D.A. Best, J.P. Giesy, T.J. Kubiak, and J.G. Sikarskie. 1994.The influence of
environmental contaminants on bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) populations in the
Laurentian Great Lakes, North America. P 703-791 in BU Meyburg & RD Chancellor, eds, Raptor
Conservation Today. Pica Press, London.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2009. Post-delisting Monitoring Plan for the Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus
leucocephalus) in the Contiguous 48 States. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Divisions of
Endangered Species and Migratory Birds and State Programs, Midwest Regional Office, Twin
Cities, Minnesota. 75 pp.

New Jersey Bald Eagle Project Report, 2025 30


https://www.neststory.org/
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/vehicles/wildlife.htm

	New Jersey Bald Eagle Project, 2025
	Summary
	Methods

	Nest Survey
	Nest Survey
	2025 Season Highlight

